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MEETING CALENDAR 

First Sunday 

• Program to be announced. 

Second Sunday  

• Hybrid Silent Meeting for Worship Meeting, 

Potluck and for Worship on the Occasion of 

Business. 

Third Sunday 

• Program to be announced. 

Fourth Sunday 

• Spiritual Life  

Fifth Sunday 

• On Fifth Sundays we hold a Family Meeting for Worship.   Children and adults gather and spend 20 

minutes in storytelling, 20 minutes in singing and 20 minutes in silent worship. 

 

http://www.grassvalleyfriends.org/
mailto:grassvalleyfriends@gmail.com
mailto:grassvalleyfriends@gmail.com
https://gvfriends.org/
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HAPPENING NOW 

• Sunday, December 7, 2025, Annual Holiday Party hosted by Doug Hamm and Dorothy Henderson 

(13074 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA) after the rise of meeting 

• Sunday, December 14, 2025: Potluck and Meeting for Worship for Business, 11:30a.m. 

• Sunday, December 21, 2025 – Amy Cooke: Stop, Drop, and Roll: A Practice for Living Nonviolently 

• Sunday, Dec 28, 2025, to Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026, Quaker Center Year End Retreat, See page 10 for 

details 

 

HAPPENING LATER 

 

• Third Sunday, monthly, January – June,2026, 11:30a.m. – 1: 00p.m – Quaker Seminary. Begins 

January 18, 2026. See page 11, November issue of GVFM newsletter for details. More to come. 

• Thursday, January 22, 2026 Spirit-Led Activism See page 11 for details 

GLOSSARY- Abbreviations and terms used in the GVFM newsletter. 

M&O: Ministry and Oversight 

PacYM:   Pacific Yearly Meeting  

PHP: Pendle Hill Pamphlet     

FGC: Friends General Conference 

QEW: Quaker Earthcare Witness 

QUNO: Quaker United Nations Office 

FASE: Friends Association for Services to the Elderly  

CPQM: College Park Quarterly Meeting 

RSWR: Right Sharing of World Resource 

UwN: Unity with Nature 

 

Query: Friends practice examining our souls and seeking clarity using these questions & exercises help to give 

time to seek truth about us and our spiritual condition and to tap into Divine insight.   

Threshing Session: A meeting at a separate time specifically not for decision‐making; normal practices of a 

Quaker meeting for business are relaxed so that Friends may speak more than once to an issue, speak to a point 

just made, or ask a question of a previous speaker. 

   
From the GVFM Newsletter Editor:   
Dear Friends, Please make every effort to keep your articles to 500 words or 
less. If your article exceeds 500 words, please provide a link for the entire 
article or make the necessary edits to reduce the number of words. This will 
allow our newsletter to stay within budget. Many thanks, Dianne, Editor!  

 

MINUTES & RECORD: Meeting for Worship for on the Occasion of 

Business December 14, 2025 

We met in a hybrid meeting in person at the meetinghouse and on Zoom. 
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Present:  Dorothy Henderson, clerk; Gordon Starr, elder to the clerk, Mary Starr, Reed Hamilton, Judy Hamilton, 

Arly Helm, Kathy McCreary, fosten wilson, Doug Hamm, Amy Cooke, Chamba Cooke, Sharon Davisson, Dianne 

Marshall, Marily Guida, Dean Olsen. 

The Meeting opened with silent worship. 

Clerks’ Remarks and Query 

Clerk’s remarks will come later. The query: When is a time you felt closest to God in this building?  

Friends spoke out of worship. Several spoke moments from The Woolman Semester. Singing before meeting, 

the harmonies are angelic. God always present when I let myself drop away. Generations going through this 

place. Sense of a golden rope connecting us all and to all Quaker meetings globally. The sky, the sun the earth 

coursing through me.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

(see reports appended, committee clerk is noted in bold) 

Welcome: Peter O’Rourke (ex-officio, Website and Facebook coordinator), Judy Hamilton (ex-officio email 

coordinator), Nancy Anderson (ex-officio directory clerk). Peter O’Rourke gave the report, appended 

Nominating Committee: (terms as noted), fosten wilson: 2024-2026, 

Chamba Cooke: 2025-2026, Dean Olson 2025-2027, Mary Starr 2025-2027, fosten wilson gave the report, 

appended 

Spirit and Witness: Amy Cooke, 2024-2027, Stuart Smith, 2025-2026, Reed Hamilton, 2025-2028, Dean Olson, 

2024-2027, Doug Hamm, 2025-2026, Dorothy Henderson, 2026 (ex-officio, GVFM Clerk), Gordon Starr (ex-

officio, elder to the clerk). Amy Cooke gave the report, appended. 

Appreciation was expressed for Threshing session regarding the potential move to Peace Lutheran. The following 

minute was read and approved: 

Minute 12.2025.01 

Grass Valley Friends Meeting has reached unity to move our Meeting’s regular worship and activities 

into the town of Grass Valley and to enter into an agreement with Peace Lutheran Church. Approved. 

The import of this minute was acknowledged, and additional  language was offered and requested to be added 

to the record. 

We undertake this step after a period of discernment, listening for the guidance of Spirit and considering the 

needs of our Meeting and the Nisenan, who have graciously hosted us on this land and who are ready to settle 

more deeply into their home. 

We are grateful for the hospitality and openness extended by Peace Lutheran Church, and for the way this 

partnership supports our desire to be more accessible, welcoming, and connected. 
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We recognize that this transition marks an important threshold in the life of our Meeting. We commit ourselves 

to moving forward with care, good will, and trust, holding one another—and our new partners—in the Light as 

we navigate the practical and spiritual dimensions of this change. 

Through heartfelt deliberations and careful discernment, seeking God’s will, Grass Valley Friends meeting 

came to unity on moving our place of worship to Peace Lutheran Church in Grass Valley. As we prepare to 

leave, we give thanks to our Quaker elders who held meeting for worship on this land for the past sixty years. 

We give thanks to this land that nourished and taught us, deepening our connection to that of God in all. We 

give thanks to Pastor Christian and the Peace Lutheran community who have so warmly welcomed us to have 

our place of worship in their buildings. We give thanks to the Nevada City Ranchería Nisenan Tribe who with 

grace and generosity, invited us to remain in the space we knew as our meetinghouse until it became clear to us 

that it was time to move on, to allow the Tribe to have their full homeland and to allow us to open to the 

possibilities that a move to town might offer. We give thanks to God for showing us the way. 

In response to deep concern about what appeared to be a racially motivated attack on a person in Grass Valley, 

the Meeting came to unity on offering this minute 

Minute 12.2025.02.  Grass Valley Friends Meeting holds in the Light the person injured in the recent 

racially motivated assault in our community. We recognize that there is both direct and indirect harm 

caused by this act, including those who used violence in this way. We hold hope for healing and commit to 

listening for ways to nurture peace in the face of injustice. 

This minute will be made public. Welcome Committee will take responsibility for this. 

A letter regarding the incident from the Nevada County Interfaith Council was read  and the following 

minute was approved. 

Standing Together in Oneness 

Nevada County is home to a rich and diverse community of faiths, each offering its own wisdom and traditions. 

Yet within our differences, the Nevada County Interfaith Council holds a shared and enduring truth: the oneness 

of humankind. 

Recently, our community experienced an act rooted in fear and division. As spiritual leaders, we cannot be silent 

in the face of anything that seeks to diminish the dignity of our neighbors. We affirm, clearly and 

wholeheartedly, that such actions have no place in a community committed to compassion, respect, and mutual 

understanding. 

Every faith represented in our council teaches the inherent worth and sacredness of every human being. When 

harm is directed at one, the fabric that holds all of us is tugged. Our response is to strengthen that fabric—to 
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show up for one another, to lift up the values we share, and to recommit ourselves to creating a community 

where all people feel safe, seen, and valued. The Nevada County Interfaith Council stands firmly for unity, for 

dignity, and for the simple truth that we belong to one another. We will continue to work together—across 

traditions, beliefs, and cultures—to nurture peace, deepen connection, and uphold the oneness that binds us. 

We invite our neighbors to join us in choosing love over fear, understanding over division, and shared humanity 

over separation. This is who we are, and this is the future we continue to build together. 

Minute 12.2025.03. GVFM approves signing the above document, drafted by the Nevada County 

Interfaith Council, for publication. 

Stewardship: Mary Starr (Clerk), Gordon Starr, Pat Phillips, Reed Hamilton, David Bowman. Dianne 

Marshall (ex-officio, Newsletter editor), Don McCormick (ex-officio, Librarian), Hailey Wilson (ex-officio 

Tech Support). 

 Mary Starr gave the report, appended. 

Many details to take up to accomplish the move to Peace Lutheran: 

• Thirty-day notice given December 16th 

• Start Meeting for Worship at PLC January 4, 2026.  

• Pay PLC rent before moving in.                   

• Open a P.O. box 

• Publicizing move on web site, Facebook. newsletter, email,  

• Notice sent to all on the mailing list. 

• Change of address at the post office and all Meeting’s various contacts and subscriptions. 

• Feed-back from the Library committee on what to pack and when.   

• Notice to the Nisenan of work days. 

• Determination of items to keep and to leave.  

Ad-hoc committee formed to address details. Mary Starr convened, Doug Hamm, Dean Olsen, Dianne 

Marshall, Kathy McCreary and Reed Hamilton. 

Funds will be required from Restricted Meeting House Fund to cover expenses including extra Liability 

Coverage and possible rent overlap. Minute not required. Treasurer can make decision to use funds. 

Religious Education: Judy Hamilton, Doug Hamm, Dean Olson, Reed Hamilton, Don McCormick, Keely 

McDonald. Substitutes: Gordon Bishop, Gordon Starr, Alan Stahler. Fifth Sunday reader: Anita McCormick. 

 No report was given. 

OFFICER REPORTS and REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 

Treasurer: No report given 

Co-Archivists/Recorders: No report given 
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 Pacific Yearly Meeting: No report given. 

College Park Quarterly Meeting: No report given. 

Interfaith Nevada County: No report given. 

Sharings from the wider Quaker world:  

Clerk offered mail that comes to Meeting, including thank you letters (Quaker Center, FCNl) and notices of 

upcoming events. They will be place on table library to be shared. 

CLERK’S REMARKS: 

Meeting expressed deep appreciation for Dianne Marshall’s work on the Interfaith Letter and to Stewardship 

Committee for their guiding the transition to PLC. 

ITEMS SEASONING or CARRIED OVER 

No items seasoned or carried over. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

● Facebook: please follow the Grass Valley Friends Meeting page, or join the Facebook Grass Valley Friends 

Meeting group. If you share a post from the page, your friends will see it, and it helps our visibility.  Follow 

this link. 

● The 2023-2024 PacYM General Directory. The directory is now available. The Directory is for use 

by members and attenders of monthly meetings and worship groups within Pacific Yearly Meeting and 

by Friends serving on Pacific Yearly Meeting committees. It is not to be shared beyond this 

community. Dorothy and Don have the new password for the PacYM Directory. 

● Carl Magruder:  You can follow Carl’s healing journey on the CaringBridge.org website HERE. Friends 

have also set up a daily Meeting for Healing from 7:30 to 8 am (Pacific) on Zoom here or contact Amy 

Cooke at amylisette@gmail.com for the link.  

● Contributions to Grass Valley Friends Meeting are gratefully accepted. You can give by mailing a check 

to Mary Starr or through Tithely on the website or our newsletter.  

 

READING OF THE RECORD AND MINUTES     

The record and the minutes will be read at the beginning of January Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of 

Business. 

If you are giving a report to GVFM, please send the actual report to the recording clerk 

at jenniferjksmith@gmail.com THE WEDNESDAY BEFORE MEETING FOR BUSINESS and share with both 

Dorothy and Jennifer. 

 GVFM Newsletter Reminder: Please have items into Dianne Marshall by Tuesday after Meeting for Worship on 

the Occasion of Business at 10 am.  

 The Meeting closed with silent worship. 

https://www.facebook.com/GrassValleyFriendsMeeting/?view_public_for=108833097152257
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/carlmagruder
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85108606375?pwd=MmdDczRVd3MxQUxtLzBEUExxMDU0QT09
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ADVISES AND QUERIES: Twelfth Month ~ The Meeting Community 

 Meetings for Worship and Business are the center of our spiritual community. There, as we come to know each 

other in the Spirit, we build the “beloved community.” 

 Mutual respect and care in the Meeting form the foundation from which we can test, support, and exercise 

leadings of the Spirit. At its best, the Meeting community provides a framework for us to learn and practice 

mutual care, which strengthens us as we act in the world. 

 All members of the Meeting community should share in the care of one another. While respecting privacy, we 

must be aware of and sensitive to each other’s needs. We must also be willing to ask for assistance when we are 

in need. 

Do I strive to be inclusive in my relationships within the Meeting? 

Do I care for the reputation of others, refraining from gossip or disparaging remarks? 

Am I committed to the difficult work of forgiveness, and affirming God’s love for the whole community? 

How are love and unity maintained among us? 

Do we practice the art of listening, even beyond words? 

How have we been sensitive to the personal needs and difficulties of members and attenders, young and old? 

Do we visit one another in our homes and keep in touch with distant members? 

 

Give 

 

 

This button will take you to a secure site. 

 

➢ Giving is easy! Click on the Give button above or go to grassvalleyfriends.org and click on “GIVE” 

You’ll go to a secure site for donations. Monthly contributions are very important. You may now change 

the dollar amount of your gift without making a new donation request!                    
➢ Or mail your donation to Mary Starr Treasurer, 500 Butler Street, CA 95945.                                                                                                       

Thank you.  

 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! Grass Valley Friends Meeting Facebook link 

• Are you a Facebook user? Do follow the Grass Valley Friends Meeting page or join the Facebook Grass 

Valley Friends Meeting group. When you share a post from the page, your friends will see it, and it helps 

our visibility. 

  

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/638206
https://www.facebook.com/GrassValleyFriendsMeeting/?view_public_for=108833097152257
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The Internal Oracle by Don McCormick 

I’m reading Daniel Boorstin’s 1998 book, The Seekers: The Story of Man's Continuing Quest to Understand His 

World. I was struck by a section of the book about Socrates. It showed quite clearly that he too was guided by 

something very much like the Inner Teacher. 

 But there were legends of his [Socrates’] occasionally sensing a divine sign... There is ample evidence that he 

was not governed only by [logic]. When it might have incriminated him, in his final speech to the court [during 

the trial in which he was ultimately convicted and sentenced to death], Socrates recalled his periodic mystic 

experience. 

“I experience a certain divine or daemonic something... It began in childhood and has been with me ever since, 

a kind of voice, which whenever I hear it always turns me back from something I was going to do, but never 

urges me to act.” 

Socrates himself seems to have put great store by this divine inner voice. For… after his condemnation and his 

refusal to request a change in the penalty or be smuggled out of the country, he reassures his friends.  

"Hitherto, the divine faculty of which the internal oracle is the source has constantly been in the habit of 

opposing me even about trifles... But the oracle made no sign of opposition [to me accepting the death 

sentence], either when I was leaving my house in the morning, or when I was on my way to the court, or while I 

was speaking, at anything I was going to say. ... It is an intimation that what has happened to me is a good, and 

that those who think that death is an evil are in error.” 
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Stop, Drop, and Roll: A Practice for Living Nonviolently 

(1-hour experiential workshop) 

December 21, 2025 after meeting program: This workshop will offer practices for practicing nonviolence, 

moment by moment, in our bodies, our words, and our choices. 

"Stop, Drop, and Roll" offers a practice for moments of inner or outer “fire”: reactivity, fear, anger, urgency, or 

conflict.  The practice will be introduced and experienced through brief experiences, silence, and simple 

embodied exercises. We will explore how to pause habitual reactions, return to presence, and respond from a 

place aligned with care, truth, and nonviolence. 

Western Friend Subscription Renewal by Judy Hamilton 

It is time to renew our subscriptions to Western Friend.  I have been gathering up subscribers and money for the 

last 3 years but just am not able to do it this year.  Did you know that the more of us who subscribe, the less it 

costs all of us? 

If we have 5 or more subscribers, we will get a discount.  To get this discount someone needs to gather the 

subscribers’ information and their subscription fees and then send that information to Western Friend via WF’s  

form.  The form is quite simple to fill out and I can give you both the form and a list of subscribers to help you 

on your way. This service to our Meeting members (the group discount) may take up to 8 hours of your time 

between November and January.  Let me know if you are interested.  Thank you! 

Judy Hamilton judyfieldshamilton@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Upcoming Programs at Quaker Center 
 

 

Bringing our Bodies to Quaker Center and the Bible 
QC's Year-End Retreat 
an in-person program with Dorothy Henderson and 
Nora Lisette 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 – Thursday, January 1, 
2026 
                                                                                                                                                       
Grounded in Romans 12:1–2a, this year-end retreat 
invites us to bring our bodies and the Bible into 
worship, reflection, and daily practice.  

 
Through embodied presence in the Casa, labyrinth, redwoods, waterfall, and other beloved spaces at 
Quaker Center, we will explore transformation, continuing revelation, and faithful living. 

mailto:judyfieldshamilton@gmail.com
https://quakercenter.org/the-2025-2026-year-end-retreat/
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We’ll engage in daily practices to deepen body awareness, daily Bible readings, and shared inquiry into 
what this experience teaches us about worship and everyday life. 
 
Learn more here.  

 
 
The Great Incarnate Word 
Online program with Barbara Birch 
Thursdays, January 8–29 
11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
How can a deeply rooted inner life sustain courageous action for justice? Using the practice of Lectio 
Divina—prayerful, unhurried, communal reading—we will explore Howard Thurman’s 1944 prose 
poem The Great Incarnate Word. 

Thurman, a pastor, mystic, and theologian, profoundly influenced the spirituality of civil rights leaders 
including Martin Luther King Jr. and Bayard Rustin. Together, we’ll reflect on how his focus on the 
disinherited, the poor, and the marginalized can ground lives of faith and nonviolent action today. No 
experience necessary. 

Barbara Birch is the author of Lectio Divina: Revelation and Prophecy (Quaker Quicks, John Hunt 
Publishing). Reading the book is optional. Listen to Barbara describe her inspiration for examining 
Thurman's work here. 
 
Learn more here. 

 

 

Clerking Today 
In-person program with Barbara Babin, Thistle 
Hovendahl, and Sandy Kewman 
January 23–25, 2026 
 

 

Come learn—or refresh—the beautiful Quaker practice of clerking: guiding groups toward unity by discerning 

the Sense of the Meeting. Clerking is a shared responsibility among Friends, and this program is open to all, 

whether you are new to clerking or experienced. 

“Friends believe that it is possible for the human spirit to be in direct communion with the Divine… Seeking 

God’s will together, we believe way will open and unity will emerge.” 

— Pacific Yearly Meeting Faith & Practice Learn more here. 

https://quakercenter.org/the-2025-2026-year-end-retreat/
https://quakercenter.org/the-great-incarnate-word/
https://fb.watch/DY4CYth9JY/
https://fb.watch/DY4CYth9JY/
https://quakercenter.org/the-great-incarnate-word/
https://quakercenter.org/clerking-today/
https://quakercenter.org/clerking-today/
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Quaker Prayer 
Online program with Mary Miche 
Mondays, February 2–23 
6:30–8:00 p.m. 
 
Is there such a thing as Quaker prayer? Yes. Over four 

weekly sessions, this online workshop will use short 

videos and guided, worshipful discussion to explore the 

rich diversity and shared threads of prayer among Friends. 

Newcomers are welcome. 

 
Learn more here. 
 

Spirit-led activism responding to the rise of authoritarianism in the 

USA and globally.  

Please register for and help us promote a very special January 22, 2026 session with inspirational Quaker 

historian, writer, and teacher Ben Pink Dandelion. Ben will help us explore the power of Spirit-led activism in 

responding to the rise of authoritarianism in the USA and globally.  

 

We'd like to open this session up to Friends of any nationality and country of residence who are concerned by 

this issue. Please share this email and/or attached flyer widely within your Quaker networks!  

Thursday, January 22, 2026 

20:00 - 21:30 CET -- see here for other time zones 

Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83315929122?pwd=gn8gMLKY3NOdbbs6myftFigNyGtNbp.1 

Meeting ID: 833 1592 9122  Passcode: 210376  

There is a popular myth in Quaker settings of a divide between faith and activism. Are they really separate? 

How might Spirit fire up our commitment to social change and sustain us? Speaking from his experience as an 

Anarchist and his life since as a Quaker, Ben Pink Dandelion will lay out a clear Quaker understanding of how 

faith feeds witness – and how witness, in turn, feeds faith. This is an urgent conversation, aimed at helping 

Friends reckon with the challenges of walking a Spirit-led path of justice, while finding strength and community 

along the way. With time to reflect on our own experience and converse, we will explore how activism and 

spirituality intersect in our own lives.  

While our sessions typically do not require advance registration, due to Catchpool funding, this one 

does. Please let us know if you'd like to join this January 22 session with Ben Pink Dandelion.  

Since March 2025, US Quakers in Europe has offered spiritual grounding, sense-making, and discernment of 

responses to growing authoritarianism in the USA and threats within Europe. We meet via Zoom on the fourth 

Thursday evening of each month and host a Signal group chat. Please let us know if you'd like to join our 

mailing list.  

In Friendship, Lucinda Martin and Janice Thomson  usquakersineurope@fwccemes.org  

https://quakercenter.org/quaker-prayer/
https://quakercenter.org/quaker-prayer/
https://quakercenter.org/quaker-prayer/
mailto:usquakersineurope@fwccemes.org
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/people/ben-pink-dandelion-2-2/
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/fixedtime.html?msg=Spirit-led+Activism+in+Response+to+Authoritarianism+with+Ben+Pink+Dandelion&iso=20260122T19&p1=%3A&ah=1&am=30
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83315929122?pwd=gn8gMLKY3NOdbbs6myftFigNyGtNbp.1
mailto:usquakersineurope@fwccemes.org
mailto:usquakersineurope@fwccemes.org
mailto:usquakersineurope@fwccemes.org
mailto:usquakersineurope@fwccemes.org
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A New Governance Structure 

 

 

Friends General Conference (FGC), a North American association of Quaker meetings, has adopted a new 

governance structure. The change aims to better serve meetings, enhance diversity, expand volunteer 

opportunities, and align decision-making with FGC’s mission and values. 

 

The decision came during FGC’s Central Committee Annual Sessions after several years of discernment. 

Sessions were held October 23–26 at the Mother Boniface Spirituality Center in northeast Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

The new structure includes a governing board, representatives council and revitalized volunteer 

committees. 

Read more at Friends General Conference Adopts New Governance Model. 

 

I was in the room when Central Committee decided to lay itself down to make way for a new governance 

structure.  Read more about my initial skepticism, and eventual acceptance of this exciting, new 

structure.  

 

 

In Friendship, Rashid Darden 

Associate Secretary for 

Communications & Outreach 

 

 

https://tfaforms.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e6f6349232aa89553bf477ab&id=3c7f4f17d1&e=774441e77e
https://tfaforms.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e6f6349232aa89553bf477ab&id=4df3b41e13&e=774441e77e
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ON “The Nonviolent Jesus Podcast,” JOHN DEAR TALKS 

NONVIOLENCE WITH JOAN BAEZ!  

 

 

 

Dear friends, Blessings of Christ’s peace! 

     Just a quick note to invite you again to take 30 minutes and listen in to my conversation on “The 

Nonviolent Jesus Podcast,” with my friend of 35 years, legendary folk singer, Joan Baez. She’s a lifelong 

activist for peace, justice, civil and human rights. So I asked her all my questions about nonviolence, 

including questions about Dr. King, Merton, Dorothy Day, Vaclav Havel, and the mysterious connection 

between music and peacemaking. Check it out! 

     As a fan of Joan Baez since the age of five, I was thrilled when we she read to me her new poem “This 

Is Not Optimism,” and when we concluded by reading together her brilliant 1960s essay, “What Would 

You Do If," a dialogue about the threat of personal assault. 

     At the very end, when I ask her for any parting thoughts for our listeners, she breaks into song, singing 

the Civil Rights anthem, “Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around,” guaranteed to give you chills! At 

84, Joan Baez is still carrying her “shining light out into the shit storm,” as she puts it, and I feel blessed 

and grateful to know her even better from this podcast. Please share this with all your folk music loving, 

peace activist, and nonviolent Jesus following friends and colleagues, so that it goes viral and inspires 

many, and together, let’s take heart once more! 

God bless everyone! — Fr. John 

 

 
 

 

  

https://beatitudescenter.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c0b0cba2bdd635b47abb3bfda&id=b13f94dadb&e=cd7e4387d0
https://beatitudescenter.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c0b0cba2bdd635b47abb3bfda&id=b13f94dadb&e=cd7e4387d0
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PAFM -El Salvador Report 

 
Here is the latest report from Palo Alto Friends Meeting about our 

education program in El Salvador.   One important piece of news is that we 

have decided to increase our support for university students to $1,500 per 

year in 2026.  This change will allow them to focus on their studies and 

graduate on time despite the recent financial stress caused by inflation.  

 

As part of the report by Project Director Robert Broz, one former student 

and two current students describe in their own words how much they value 

the education made possible by your support.  Robert also offers a firsthand 

account of recent events and conditions in El Salvador.  

 
 

 

This month, and every month, FCNL is proud to advocate alongside our Native community members. We are 

incredibly grateful for the contributions of Native communities to our work. Link to articles listed below. 

• Native American Tribes Find Solutions in Face of SNAP Cut 

• Bill to Re-Open Government Reverses Reductions in Force 

• Senate Committee Holds Hearing on Lumbee Recognition 

• What We’re Reading 

o ‘Story is Medicine’: Fighting for the Rights of Native Peoples | Indian Country Today 

o Special Diabetes Program for Indians Gains Temporary Extension in Deal to End 

Government Shutdown | Indianz.com 

o Native American Kids Less Likely than Others in WA to be Offered Second Chance in Juvenile 

Court, Data Shows | InvestigateWest 

o Religious Sisters Announce Historic Land Return to Wisconsin Native American Tribe | 

Catholic News Agency 

o 20 Poets to Read for Native American Heritage Month | New York Public Library 

 

https://fcnl.actionkit.com/mailings/view/107619?akid=107619.53506.ykAnc2&c0=107619.iiNpK1&rd=1&t=4&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160684?t=28&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160685?t=29&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160685?t=29&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160686?t=30&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160686?t=30&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160687?t=31&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160687?t=31&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2
https://act.fcnl.org/go/160688?t=32&utm_campaign=NALU&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=107619.53506.ykAnc2&akid=107619%2E53506%2EykAnc2


15 
 

GVFM CONTACT INFORMATION: 2025- 2026 Committees and Officers 

All committee members serve one-year terms except for Spirit and Witness (3-year term) and Nominating (2-year 

term). Names in bold are current committee clerks and conveners for the new term. 

Stewardship: Gordon Starr, Pat Phillips, Reed Hamilton, David Bowman. Dianne Marshall (ex-officio, 

Newsletter editor), Mary Starr (ex-officio, Treasurer), Don McCormick (ex-officio, Librarian), Hailey Wilson (ex-

officio Tech Support). 

Welcome: Pete O’Rourke (ex-officio, Website and Facebook coordinator), Kathy McCreery, Don McCormick, 

Pat Phillips, Cindy Bliss, Judy Hamilton (ex-officio email coordinator), Nancy Anderson (ex-officio directory 

clerk). 

Spirit and Witness: Amy Cooke, 2024-2027, Stuart Smith, 2025-2026, Reed Hamilton, 2025-2028, Dean Olson, 

2024-2027, Doug Hamm, 2025-2026, Dorothy Henderson, 2026 (ex-officio, GVFM Clerk), Gordon Starr (ex-

officio, elder to the clerk). 

Religious Education: Judy Hamilton, Doug Hamm, Dean Olson, Reed Hamilton, Don McCormick, Keely 

McDonald, Substitutes: Gordon Bishop, Gordon Starr, Alan Stahler. Fifth Sunday reader: Anita McCormick 

Offices:  

Clerk: Dorothy Henderson (530-575-5988) 

dorothyjohenderson@gmail.com 

Elder to Clerk: Gordon Starr (530-878-1237) 

gstarr121@aol.com 

Recording Clerk: Jennifer Smith (916-663-3539) 

sewsmitharts@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dianne Marshall (530-274-1922) 

dmarshall@pacific.net 

Newsletter Distributor: Pat Phillips ((530-913-

1338) pephillips1949@gmail.com 

Email Coordinator: Judy Hamilton (530-277-8818) 

judywestonhamilton@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mary Starr (530-878-1237) 

mstarr2133@aol.com 

Tech Support: Hailey Wilson (530-265-6533) 

seahorseleaf@protonmail.com 

Website/Facebook Coordinator: Peter O’Rourke 

(209-291-8211) peterorouke2001@yahoo.com 

Librarians: Don McCormick(310-597-9469) 

donmccormick2@gmail.com, Judy Hamilton, Judy 

Hamilton (530-277-8818) 

judywestonhamilton@gmail.com, Kathy McCreery 

(530-265-6533)fwkm@protonmail.com 

Co-Recorders/Archivists: Amy Cooke (530-559-

9158) amylisette@gmail.com, Kathy McCreery (530-

265-6533)fwkm@protonmail.com 

Directory Clerk: Nancy Anderson (530-364-8351) 

ntowhee@gmail.com 

Mail Clerk: Dean Olson(530-270-9366) 

deanolson44@gmail.com 

Representatives: 

Please note: Most organizations no longer have representatives from GVFM. The following are exceptions: 

Interfaith Nevada County: Dianne Marshall 

Nisenan/Yulica: Contact Dorothy Henderson 
Pacific Yearly Meeting: Doug Hamm  
College Park Quarterly Meeting: Doug Hamm 

 

mailto:dorothyjohenderson@gmail.com
mailto:gstarr121@aol.com
mailto:sewsmitharts@yahoo.com
mailto:dmarshall@pacific.net
mailto:pephillips1949@gmail.com
mailto:judywestonhamilton@gmail.com
mailto:mstarr2133@aol.com
mailto:seahorseleaf@protonmail.com
mailto:peterorouke2001@yahoo.com
mailto:donmccormick2@gmail.com
mailto:judywestonhamilton@gmail.com
mailto:fwkm@protonmail.com
mailto:amylisette@gmail.com
mailto:fwkm@protonmail.com
mailto:ntowhee@gmail.com
mailto:deanolson44@gmail.com
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